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Introduction 
 
Brazil and Switzerland enjoy a harmonious and long during trade relationship. The volume 
of Swiss trade negotiations in Brazil account for 45% of all Swiss transactions in Latin 
America; thus, Brazil is Switzerland's major trading partner in the region. Likewise, 
Switzerland is Brazil's 20th major trade partner.  
 
Bilateral trade between both countries has increased by 90% in the last 10 years. Brazil is 
attracting an increasing number of small and medium-sized Swiss companies because of 
its growing consumer market, while more and more Brazilian companies are interested in 
exporting to Switzerland or acquiring new Swiss technologies and services. 
 
Brazilian exports to Switzerland have increased 187% in the last ten years. Brazil exports 
mainly gold bars, aluminum, machines and equipment, poultry meat, bovine meat, orange 
juice. Switzerland's main exports to Brazil include pharmaceutical products, coffee, 
watches and chemical products.  
 
In addition to the good economic relationship, both countries enjoy a solid diplomatic, 
cultural and political relationship, and hold regular ministry meetings and political 
councils. They have also signed a number of treaties in areas as diverse as commerce, 
civil aviation and legal assistance. 
 
According to the Swiss consulates in Brazil, there are 14.760 Swiss citizens living in Brazil, 
while the Brazilian community in Switzerland counts off icially 19.796 people (2013), 
based on numbers of the Swiss Immigration Off ice. 
 

Trade Balance 
 
According to the CIA’s World Fact Book, in the year of 2013 Brazil exported products 
worth US$ 244.8 billion and imported goods amounting to US$ 241.4 billion, resulting in a 
trade balance surplus of US$ 3.4 billions. Brazil ranks 22nd among major exporters, and 
23rd among importers. Switzerland exported a total value of US$ 230 billion and imported 
US$ 200.9 billion, and ranks 26th among major exporters and 23rd among importers for 
the year of 2013. 
 
In terms of bilateral trade, according to SECEX (Brazilian Foreign Trade Agency), Brazilian 
exports to Switzerland reached US$ 2.361 million in 2013, while its imports amounted to 
US$ 2.941 million in the same period.  
 
The major Brazilian exporters to Switzerland in 2013 are: Estaleiro Brasfels Ltda, 
Anglogold Ashanti, Kinross Brasil Mineração, Mineração Apoena, Mineração Serra Grande, 
Empresa Brasileira de Solda Elétrica, Mineração Fazenda Brasileiro, Citrosuco, Albras 
Alumínio Brasileiro etc.  

 
The major Brazilian importers of Swiss products are: Novartis, Syngenta, Roche, Empresa 
Brasileira de Hemoderivados e Biotecnologia, Caterpillar, Janssen-Cilag Farmacêutica, 
Bayer, TAM Linhas Aéreas, MRS Logística, LG Electronics do Brasil Ltda etc.  
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Business highlights  

 
In 2014, SIGVARIS do Brasil has innovated constantly, ensuring the company significant 
results even in crisis situations. According to Cintra, in the last 10 years the company has 
grown 600%, making it one of the best performing subsidiaries worldwide.  
 
ABB, a leading power and automation technology group, has off icially inaugurated its f ifth 
factory in Brazil. The new facility, located in Sorocaba, is part of the company's growth 
strategy, with investments estimated at $200 million. The investment aims to promote the 
development of new technologies and production capacity, as well as providing availability 
and expansion of services for the local demand of various industries, such as 
petrochemical, paper and cellulose, oil and gas, mining and energy. The new greenfield 
plant started its operations in the second half of 2013. 
 
BTG Pactual announced in July 2014 the signing of a definitive agreement to purchase 
100% of BSI, a wealth manager based in Switzerland that belongs to the Italian group 
Generali, for the value of 1.5 billion Swiss francs, approximately R$ 4 billion. After 
completion of the deal, which must be approved by regulators, over half of the revenue 
and profit of BTG will come from overseas operations - and two-thirds of the 
approximately 3000 employees will be out of the country.  
 
Clariant, a world leader in specialty chemicals and a world leading supplier of ether 
amines to the mining industry, announced the expansion of the production of ether 
amines at its facility in Suzano (SP), Brazil. Aiming to provide solutions specif ically to the 
needs of the mining industry, the planned expansion will allow Clariant to meet the 
growing customer demands in Brazil, as well as to support global customers that are also 
expanding their capacity in ore processing. The first stage will be completed in the third 
quarter of 2014. The second, which will double the capacity of the plant, should be 
completed by the fourth quarter of 2015. 
 
PFIFFNER, which operates in the area of instrument transformers, off icially opened the 
plant expansion at Itajaí (Santa Catarina – Brazil) in October 2013. The event was 
attended by the board, clients, local authorities, suppliers and employees.  
 
MCI Brazil announced, in January 2014, the acquisition of JZ Brazil, specialized in 
conferences for associations, mainly in the medical f ield. The MCI Group has a significant 
portfolio of solutions for managing and organizing events that involve technology, capture 
and distribution of content, sustainability and evaluation of ROI and, globally, MCI 
organized more than 4,500 events annually through 55 off ices in 28 countries. 
 

Business Opportunities 
 
The city of Rio de Janeiro will host the f irst-ever Olympic Games in South America from 
August-September 2016. This event will generate numerous trade and investment 
opportunities in several areas, both for the events and the city. 
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The envisaged investments to Brazil in the period 2013-2016 will be about R$ 3.80 
trillion, which means an increase of 29% in comparison to the R$ 2.95 trillion of the last 
quadrennial (2008-2011). This is stated in a study elaborated by the Brazilian 
development bank (BNDES). The increase of the investment is lead by the field of 
logistics (airports, bus transports, railroads, ports), within the infrastructure sector. The 
chief economist of the BNDES, Fernando Pimental Puga, declared that the investment in 
national logistics will double in the next years. For him, the increase results from the 
governmental effort to improve the efficiency and competition of the Brazilian economy. 
Also the sectors which are more turned to the consumption of families have good growing 
perspectives. This is due to of the influence of the continuing movement of migration 
from the lower class (social class D and E) to the middle class (social class C), and of the 
creation of a market of mass consumption.  
 
Switzerland and the Swiss government show big interest for the generation and utilization 
of clean and renewable energy technologies, favoring Brazil in the field of biofuel and 
ethanol. In this f ield, the opportunities lay both in the direct sale of alternative fuel and in 
the transfer of technology and productive partnerships between companies of Brazil and 
Switzerland. 
 
In accordance with the Brazilian department of development, industry and foreign trade, 
reports with information about productive investment in Brazil are published each 
semester. As disclosed in the report of the first semester of 2012, Switzerland, in 
collaboration with other states, invested around US$ 150 million: 
 
Switzerland and the Swiss government have shown great interest in technologies for the 
generation and use of clean and renewable energy, encouraging Brazil in the f ield of 
biofuels and ethanol. In this area, the opportunities lie in the direct sale of alternative 
fuels but also in technology transfer and productive partnerships between companies from 
both countries. In this context, SWISSCAM organized the Swiss Pavilion at the RWM fair, 
focused on Solid Waste Management and Recycling, which was attended by the 
companies Hitachi Zosen Inova, SID SA, ICE, BioGreen, MWJ Logistics, Indústria Fox, 
Trigueiro Fontes Advogados, Recyclean, Polyimpex and Nespresso. 

Investments 

 
According to the Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade, semiannual reports 
with information on productive investments in Brazil are disclosed. According to the 2013 
report, Switzerland, in conjunction with other partner countries, has invested about 
US$200 million, as follows: 
 
Company Capital Source Description of Investment Value (US$) 

Tetra Pak Sweden 
 
Switzerland 

Investment in infrastructure, certif ications and 
cutting-edge machinery to qualify customers and 
employees on best practices in managing its 
equipment and services. 

1.970.433 

Nestlé Waters Switzerland Investment to acquire mineral water fountain 
Sun Valley and implementation of a new unit for 
f illing small formats, from 300 ml, sparkling or 
flat, plus the returnable 10 liter and 20 liters 
formats. 

57.635.468 

Zamin Ferrous Switzerland Investment to build two ovens, a pig iron and a 
long steel in the area that belonged to Sólida 
Mineração. 

120.000.000 

Liebherr Switzerland Investment for expansion and modernization of 
the equipment plant for the aviation industry. 

30.434.783 

Source: www.mdic.gov.br 
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Since the late 1990s, few countries have grown in the international agribusiness trade as 
Brazil. The country is a world leader in the production and export of various agricultural 
products.  
 
In early 2010, one in four agribusiness products in circulation in the world were Brazilian. 
The projection of the Ministry of Agriculture is that, by 2030, one third of the products is 
marketed in Brazil, due to the growing demand from Asian countries. 
 
The main products exported by Brazil in 2013 were: iron ore, cast iron and steel, raw 
petroleum oils, soybeans and derivatives, automobiles, sugar cane, aircrafts, bovine meat, 
coffee and poultry meat. The main products imported by Brazil in 2013 were: raw 
petroleum, electronic circuits, transmitters/receivers, vehicle parts, pharmaceuticals, 
automobiles, fuel oils, natural gas, electrical equipment and aviation engines. 
 
According to sources from Embrapa, in the period from 1997 to 2013, the production and 
productivity of coffee nearly tripled in our country. Coffee production in Brazil in recent 
years has been responsible for about a third of the world market, ie, for every three cups 
of coffee consumed in the world, it can be said that one is Brazilian, which makes the 
country the world's largest producer. Moreover, it is also the largest exporter and second 
largest consumer, and should reach the f irst position in the coming years when surpassing 
the United States.  
(Source: Ministry of Agriculture)  
 
In addition, Brazil is the largest and most diversified industrial base in Latin America and 
the Caribbean; World's leading producer of regional jets and 4th largest producer of 
commercial aircrafts; 6th largest producer of automotive engines; 7th largest chemical 
industry; 8th largest steel production (27 million tons per year); 10th largest cellulose 
and paper industry; major producer of consumer durables. 
 
It is a global supplier of fuel, being the largest exporter and 2nd largest producer of 
ethanol, one of the world's largest producers of biofuel; it has the 10th largest oil 
reserves and is the 11th largest oil producer.  
 
It is a worldwide supplier of natural resources, being the 2nd largest producer of iron ore 
and the 3rd largest producer of bauxite, world leader in the production of eucalyptus 
cellulose; the largest forest based industry in Latin America and has vast deposits of 
manganese, tin and gold.  
(Source: www.logisticabrasil.gov.br) 
 
The table below shows the investment perspectives for the 2013-2016 quadrennial: 
 
Sectors In billion R$ from the 

1st quarter of 2013 
2009 - 2012 

2014 – 2017 Variation % 

Petroleum and gas 311 458 47 
Mining 70 48 (32) 
Automotive 45 74 67 
Paper and Cellulose 18 19 4 
Chemical 21 25 20 
Steel Mill 33 10 (68) 
Electronics 21 26 26 
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Health Industry complex 10 13 29 
Aeronautics 3 9 175 
Other Industries 354 418 18 
Industry 885 1.100 24 

Electric energy  171 176 3 
Telecommunications 93 125 34 
Sanitation 40 45 13 
Railway transportation 54 62 16 
Railways  28 59 108 
Ports 15 34 124 
Airports 7 8 20 
Infrastructure 408 510 25 
Residences 711 867 22 

Agriculture and services 1.150 1.505 31 

Total 3.154 3.982 26 
Source: http://www.bndes.gov.br 

 
 

Swiss Companies in Brazil 
 
About 300 Swiss companies are present in Brazil. That includes large companies, such as 
ABB, Adecco, Barry Calebaut, Bobst, Bühler, Clariant, Credit Suisse, Dufry, Givaudan, 
Holcim, Liebherr, Lonza, MSC, Nestlé, Novatis, Panalpina, Precious Woods, Roche, 
Elevadores Atlas Schindler, SGS, Sig Combibloc, Sika, Sulzer, Swatch, Swiss International 
Air Lines, Swiss Re, Swissport, Syngenta, Victorinox, Zurich, UBS, among others, which 
have a signif icant participation in the Brazilian market. Furthermore, the Brazilian market 
is often used as a platform for further exportation to whole Latin America. Some have 
been operating in Brazil for over 90 years. Together, they generate about 126 thousand 
direct jobs and have an annual turnover of over US$ 10 billion.  
 

Brazilian Companies in Switzerland 
 
Some of the main Brazilian companies investing in Switzerland are: Vale, Vicunha, Fibria, 
Banco Safra, Itaú, Stefanini IT. Micro and small-sized companies, set up by Brazilian 
nationals, are also present and include law f irms, travel agencies, restaurants, stores and 
beauty salons (a list is available at Ciga Brasil's website: www.cigabrasil.ch). 
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Map of Switzerland and further information (2013/2014) 
 

 
 
Area (km2): 41.285 
Population: 8.04 million 
Off icial languages: German, French, Italian, and Rhaeto-Romanic. 
Capital: Bern 
Currency: Swiss Franc - CHF 
GDP: US$ 650.8 billion 
GDP per capita: US$ 80.527 
Total exports: CHF 294.9 billion 
Total imports: CHF 232.4 billion 
Ranking in the UN Human Development Index: 9th 
 
Embassy of Switzerland in Brazil: 
SES Av. das Nações Q. 811, lote 41 
70448-900  - Brasília/DF -  Brasil 
Tel.: +55 61 3443 5500  
Fax: +55 61 3443 5711 
Ambassador: Mr. André Regli 
E-mail: bra.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 
www.eda.admin.ch/brasilia 
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Map of Brazil and further information (2013) 
 

 
 

Area (km2): 8.511.965 

Population: 193.95 million 
Off icial language: Portuguese 
Capital: Brasilia 
Currency: Real – BRL – R$ 
GDP: US$ 2.24 trillion 
GDP per capita: US$ 11.208 
Total exports: US$ 242.2 billion 
Total imports: US$ 250.4 billion 
Ranking the UN Human Development Index: 79th  
 
Embassy of Brazil in Switzerland: 
Monbijoustrasse 68 
3007 Berne - Schweiz 
Tel.: +41 31 371 8515  
Fax: +41 31 371 0525  
Ambassador: Mr. Igor Kipman 
E-mail: brasemb.berna@itamaraty.gov.br 
berna.itamaraty.gov.br 
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Useful websites 
 
Brazilian Trade and Investment Promotion Agency - APEX Brasil 
SBN Quadra 2 – Lote 11, Edifício Apex-Brasil  
70040-020 Brasília - DF 
Tel.: +55 61 3426 0202 
Fax: +55 61 3426 0263 
www.apexbrasil.com.br 
 
BrasilGlobalNet 
Departamento de Promoção Comercial e Investimentos - DPR  
Esplanada dos Ministérios,  
bloco H, Anexo I, sala 534 
70170-900 Brasília - DF 
Tel.: +55 61 2030 8794/8798 
Fax: +55 61 2030 8790 
www.brasilglobalnet.gov.br  
 
Consulate General of Brazil in Geneva 
54,  rue de Lausanne - 3e étage 
CH - 1202 Genève 
Tel.: +41 22 906 9420 
E-mail: brazil@consulado.ch  
www.consulado.ch 
 
Consulate General of Brazil in Zurich 
Stampfenbachstrasse 138 
CH - 8006 Zürich  
Tel.: +41 44 206 9020 
Fax: +41 44 206 9021 
E-mail: geral.cgzurique@itamaraty.gov.br 
www.consuladobrasil.ch 
 
Consulate General of Switzerland in São Paulo 
Avenida Paulista, 1754 - 4° andar 
01310-200 São Paulo - SP 
Tel.: +55 11 3372 8200 
Fax: +55 11 3253 5716 
E-mail: sao.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 
www.eda.admin.ch/saopaulo  
 
Embassy of Switzerland in Brazil 
SES Av. das Nações Q. 811, lote 41 
70448-900  - Brasília/DF -  Brasil 
Tel.: +55 61 3443 5500  
Fax: +55 61 3443 5711 
Ambassador: Mr. André Regli 
E-mail: bra.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 
www.eda.admin.ch/brasilia 
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Embassy of Brazil in Switzerland 
Monbijoustrasse 68 
3007 Berne - Schweiz 
Tel.: +41 31 371 8515 
Fax: +41 31 371 0525  
Ambassador: Mr. Igor Kipman 
E-mail: brasemb.berna@itamaraty.gov.br 
berna.itamaraty.gov.br 
 
Latin American Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland - Latcam 
c/o DPS Communications 
Kasernenstrasse 11 
CH - 8004 Zürich 
Tel.: +41 44 226 9060 
Fax: +41 44 221 0085 
E-mail: admin@latcam.ch   
www.latcam.ch 
 
Switzerland Global Enterprise (formerly known as OSEC) 
Stampfenbachstrasse 85 
CH - 8021 Zürich  
Tel.: +41 44 365 5151 
Fax: +41 44 365 5221 
www.s-ge.com 
 
National Information Network about Investments - RENAI 
Ministério do Desenvolvimento, Indústria e Comércio Exterior 
Secretaria do Desenvolvimento da Produção - SDP 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco "J", 5º andar - Sala 507 
70053-900 Brasília - DF 
Tel.: +55 61 2027-7055 
Fax: +55 61 2027-7047 
E-mail: renai@mdic.gov.br 
investimentos.desenvolvimento.gov.br 
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